
Dear friends, 

Fortress is a special place. Walk into Fortress on any afternoon and you will see smiles, laughter and 

love. More than ever before, Fortress is equipping urban children with hope. The once-fledgling inner-

city ministry is different now. The facilities are bigger and safer, the number of volunteers is larger, 

and through its expanded programs, Fortress is now not just loving children, but nurturing families as 

well. God is honored in this place. 

This is why my family supports Fortress.  

The compassionate staff works tirelessly to raise funds to conduct the work at Fortress. Let’s make 

their job a little easier this year. Join me in a year-end effort to raise by December . I will 

get us halfway there with and call on you to match the rest. It will be the best gift you give 

this Christmas. 

  Sincerely, 

   a former mentor, current volunteer, and long-time supporter of Fortress YDC 

PO Box 422 

Fort Worth, TX 76101 

 

We want, need, and appreciate your support. 

Donate at  

www.fortressydc.org 

or by mail to: 

Fortress YDC 

PO Box 422 

Fort Worth, TX 76101 

Save the Date! 

 



 
 
 
 

Our focus on social- 
emotional learning means  
that 100% of our students  
are practicing  their self-

regulation skills daily. 

Low academics and other risk  
factors mean that kids in our 

neighborhood are 

20x more likely  
to be incarcerated by the age  

of 30 than their peers in high  
income neighborhoods. 

 In Fort Worth’s  
low-income 

Historic Southside 
neighborhood, there are 

1,054 
children under age 10. 

At the neighborhood’s  
elementary school,  
Van Zandt-Guinn,  

70%  
of students perform below 
state standards in reading. 

In 2018, we served 

168 kids 
and their families. 

83%  
of our families have an  

income of less than $25,000. 

76%  
of Fortress parents are  
employed or in school 

School Readiness Skills for Fortress Preschool Students 

Currently enrolled students 
have spent a combined 

416 years 
in Fortress programs. 

 Kids who start ahead stay 
ahead, which is why we’re 
proud that our  
average age of 
first enrollment is 3½. 

Fortress parents invested 

1,402 hours 
in our programs this year through 

volunteer opportunities,  
community engagement,  

and parenting classes. 

 80%  
of Fortress students read at or above grade 

level by the end of their 3rd grade year, a 

number which indicates future success! 

Your gift makes a difference to a child. 
Make your year-end donation today. 

Learn more about these statistics at  
www.fortressydc.org/2018. 

yet..

521  
volunteers 
donated their time and talents 

as mentors, tutors, special  
interest teachers, work groups, 
event staff & parent educators. 

In addition to nurturing our 
kids socially & academically,  

we served more than 

12,000  
nutritious meals in 2018. 

That’s where Fortress comes in. 


